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1. AMADEE- 18 at a glance  

In February 2018, the Austrian Space Forum, in cooperation with the Oman Astronomical Society 

conducted an integrated Mars analog field simulation in the Dhofar region, 

Sultanate of Oman. Directed by a Mission Support Center in Austria, a 

small field crew performed experiments preparing for future human Mars 

missions in the fields of engineering, planetary surface operations, 

astrobiology, geophysics/geology, life sciences and other.  

Conducting field research in a representative environment is an excellent tool 

to gain operational experience and understand the advantages and limitations of 

remote science operations on other planetary bodies. AMADEE-18 (in short ñA-

18ò) was designed to é 

 

Å be an opportunity to study equipment, procedures and workflows under Mars analog conditions 

with humans-in-the-loop.  

Å serve as a platform for testing life-detection or geophysical techniques, terrain tests for rovers and 

increase the situational awareness of remote support teams, 

Å study the test site as a model region for Martian deserts and extreme life, 

Å enhance the visibility of planetary sciences 

 

The field mission took place between 01-28Feb2018. Based upon 12 preceeding Mars analog missions, 

the Austrian Space Forum has established a mission support infrastructure, trained and certified flight 

controllers and field crew members as well as a programmatic roadmap to implement a coherent strategy. 

 

Field activities were scheduled through a ñflight planò, 

supported by a remote science team and directed by flight 

controllers at the Mission Support Center in Austria.   

 

Å 15Jul2017: Announcement of experiment selection  

Å 08-10Sep2017: A-18 Qualification & Operations 

Rehearsal (infrastructure training)  

Å 03-05Nov2017: A-18 Procedure & Contingency Dress 

Rehearsal 

Å 08-10Dec2017: A-18 Scientific Dress Rehearsal 

(science training)  

Å 01Feb-28Feb2018: A-18 Mission  

Å 08Feb2018: A-18 ñLanding Dayò 

Å 25-27May2018: A-18 Science Workshop 

 

 

The AMADEE- 18 Test Site in Oman  

The deserts of Dhofar, the largest governorate in the Sultanate of Oman,  

have a resemblance to various Mars surface features, such as sedimentary  

structures dating back to the Paleocene and Eocene, salt domes of the South  

Oman Salt Basin and ancient river beds. The test site offers a wide range  

of sand and rocky surfaces combined with a broad variability in inclination.  

Location of the AMADEE-18 test site 
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                     Project owner: Austrian Space Forum  
                          Represented by the OeWF Board of Directors 

Experiment 2 (person) 

Field Crew 

Analog Astronauts 
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Field Commander (G. Groemer) 

A-18 Leadership 
(Groemer/Gruber/Übermasser) 
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Finances (O. Haider) 
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2. Important contact coordinates  

Do not share this contact information outside the project ï especially do NOT pass on this 

information to media representatives, private individuals or other organizations without prior 

consulting the leadership. We kindly request all experimenters, MSC personnel and industrial 

partners, to channel any inquiry between Oman (especially regulatory, customs and immigration 

authorities) and Austria via the leadership team to ensure a single-point-of-contact.  

 

Physical address of the OeWF Spacesuit Laboratory & Mission Support Center: 

 

Österreichisches Weltraum Forum / Austrian Space Forum 

Sillufer 3a, 6020 Innsbruck   

Austria 

 

 

Mission website: amadee18.oewf.org  

 

 

 

2.1. A18 leadership  

Name Affiliation Email & Telephone number 

Gernot Groemer OeWF Gernot.groemer@oewf.org  

Sophie Gruber OeWF Sophie.gruber@oewf.org  

Stefan Uebermasser OeWF Stefan.uebermasser@oewf.org  

 

 

2.2. MSC Flight Directors  & Field Commanders  

Name Position Email & Telephone number 

Alexander Soucek Lead FD Alexander.soucek@oewf.org  

Laura Zanardini FD Laura.zanardini@oewf.org 

Reinhard Tlustos FD Reinhard.tlustos@oewf.org  

Simone Paternostro FD Simone.paternostro@oewf.org 

Willibald Stumtner FD Willibald.stumptner@oewf.org  

Gernot Groemer Field CDR Gernot.groemer@oewf.org  

Joao Lousada Dpty Field CDR Joao.lousada@oewf.org  

Sebastian Sams Dpty Field CDR Sebastian.sams@oewf.org  

 

 

  

mailto:Gernot.groemer@oewf.org
mailto:Sophie.gruber@oewf.org
mailto:Stefan.uebermasser@oewf.org
mailto:Alexander.soucek@oewf.org
mailto:Laura.zanardini@oewf.org
mailto:Reinhard.tlustos@oewf.org
mailto:Simone.paternostro@oewf.org
mailto:Willibald.stumptner@oewf.org
mailto:Gernot.groemer@oewf.org
mailto:Joao.lousada@oewf.org
mailto:Sebastian.sams@oewf.org
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2.3. OeWF key personnel  

Name Position Email & Telephone number 

Nina Sejkora 

Dpty: Silvio de Carvalho 

Flight Planning 

 

Nina.sejkora@oewf.org 

 

Emmanuel Lalla  

Dpty: Christine Czakler 

Remote Science Support 

 

Emmanuel.lalla@oewf.org 

 

Monika Fischer 

Dpty: Reinhard Tlustos 

Media team lead Monika.fischer@oewf.org 

 

Olivia Haider Social media team lead Olivia.haider@oewf.org 

 

Rudolf Albrecht OeWF International 

Relations at UNCOPOUS 

Rudolf.albrecht@oewf.org  

 

 

 

2.4. Oman National Steering Committee   

 

 

 

Name Position Email & Telephone number 

Khattab Al Hinai VP State Council of Oman Khattabghalib@me.com 

Saleh Al Shidhani Oman Astronomical Society, 

president 

Shidhani@falakoman.org 

 

Osama Al Busaidi Project manager Oman National 

Steering Ctte 

Osama.albusaidi@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

The following ministries were involved in AMADEE-18 

¶ Ministry of Defense 

¶ Ministry of Tourism 

¶ Ministry of Higher Education 
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3. Timeline and Milestones  

 
As for the field operations, the schedule was as follows:  
 
 
Before 30Nov2017 Experiment Hardware arrived in Innsbruck/Austria for inspection, clearance, 

crew operations and contingency training and the Dress Rehearsal III 
 
19+20Dec2017 Shipment left Innsbruck; ca 4 weeksô transit time, ca 1 week in customs, ca 3 

days for deployment at the test site. 
 
29Jan2018 Transfer Crew to Oman (2 nights in Mascat) 
31Jan2018 Transfer to base station, arrival early afternoon 
 
01Feb2018 Ground operational & begin of bridgehead phase 
08Feb2018 Landing Day & begin of isolation phase; non-essential crews left base station 
 
28Feb2018 Demobilization Base station 
01Mar2018 Transfer Crew to Mascat  
02/03Mar2018 Transfer Crew to Europe 
 
Apr/May2018 Hardware arrives back in Innsbruck/Austria and re-distribution to PIôs starts 
 
 
25-27May2018 AMADEE-18 Science Workshop, Graz University of Technology, Austria 
 
 
SHIPMENT AUSTRIA-OMAN  
 
MSC ELOANE Voy. 752E 
ETD Bremerhaven  30Dec2017 
Arrival Salalah   17Jan2018 
 
The shipment was significantly delayed due to a severe storm in 

the Atlantic, where 40 containers were lost. The ELOANE arrived 

at Salalah harbor on 31Jan2018 and ïthanks to the significant 

support of DB Schenker and the Oman National Steering Ctte as 

well as the Royal Oman Policyôs Customs Department, left almost 

immediatey for the test site. The containers finally arrived on the 

02Feb2018 at Kepler Station. 

 
SHIPMENT OMAN-AUSTRIA 
 
MAERSK SALTORO" Voy. 1804  
ETD Salalah  08 Mar2018 
ETA Bremerhaven  26 Mar2018 
ETA Innsbruck: first half of Apr2018 
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3.1. MoU Signing Ceremony Muscat  

After the selection of Oman as the host country for the AMADEE-18 mission, a series of negotiation 

rounds was arranged between the Austrian Space Forum and the Oman National Steering 

Committee which was specifically setup for the project under the leadership of His Excellency Dr. 

Khattab Al Hinai  and Dr. Saleh Al Shidhani.  

 

The negotiations culminated in the signing ceremony of the Memorandum of Understanding which is 

the legal framework for the project, on 30Oct2017 in the magnificent State Council building, Muscat.  

 

  

 
Impressions from the MoU Signing Ceremony at the State Council, Muscat. 

 

In the days of the MoU signing ceremony, the OeWF delegation presented a number of public 

lectures about the AMADEE-18 mission and Mars exploration in general. This included presentations 

at the main industrial partners locations, such as Oman Broadband and PDO, as well as a total of ca 

1200 Omani students.  

 
 




















































































































































































































































































